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EYES

The one part of the body that we have gone to extensive means to protect is the eye. Obviously, this has
been done for good reason since they are life's most precious possession. They are also very vulnerable.
All employees are provided safety glasses. Sideshields are commonly available. Monogoggles are issued
to everyone in operating plants. Face shields are readily available. Welding hoods are used for welding and
chemical hoods are provided where chemical hazards are prevalent.

Safety and Loss Prevention Standards cover this subject extensively. We have rules to further enhance
this effort. Eye safety is also covered in our indoctrination of new employees and is the subject periodically
of weekly tailgate meetings.

Eye protection is monitored continuously, primarily because it is an easy thing to observe when supervisors
come in contact with their people.  The disturbing thing is that we continue to have eye injuries, almost all
of them being foreign bodies in the eye. What then is the answer?

Rules and protective equipment will safeguard the individual up to a point. But the ultimate protection
requires that each employee recognizes the hazards surrounding the act he is to perform. Each act brings
on a different set of conditions. The employee doing the job is the only person completely aware of the
actions he is to undertake and because of this, he is in control of his destiny.

Everyone is instructed to wear monogoggles or a face shield when using power tools and in situations
where flying particles may enter the eye. Because of this instruction and incidents that have occurred, many
employees will now wear monogoggles when handling trash. But the point to make is, every mature adult
should be capable of making that judgment without prompting from his supervisor. A sudden gust of wind
on the sand pile should trigger that thought in everyone's mind. Everyday you see people grinding welds
with monogoggles on and yet the welder standing next to him has not seen fit to put his monogoggles on.

We can eliminate eye injuries completely if everyone accepts the responsibility for protecting their own
eyes. If a hazardous situation arises, don't spend your time interpreting the rules - do something about it -
whatever is required to minimize that hazard. Eye injuries can be eliminated and we won't be satisfied until
we do.

REMEMBER---YOU ARE USING THE ONLY EYES YOU WILL EVER HAVE.
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