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POWER MOWERS

While power mowers are labor-saving machines, they can also be deadly. Potential dangers are highlighted
by a rising accident rate involving operators and bystanders. The millions of power lawn mowers in use on
this continent and the steady stream of serious injuries caused by them indicates the need for care in their
use.

A recent study shows that one injury in every seven results in a permanent disability; seventy percent of
the injuries result from direct contact with the mower; and the other thirty percent are caused by objects
thrown by the mower. This does not mean that the power mower should be condemned. It means that the
user must know the dangers connected with power mower operation and how to counteract them.

The following Do's and Don'ts can save you or an innocent by-stander from being seriously injured:

DO'S
• Inspect your lawn before you start. Clear the area of all rocks, stones, nails, bones, wires, sticks, and

other debris.
• When you start the mower, make sure your feet are in a safe position. Keep them away from the

blades.
• Know how to disengage the clutch or how to stop the engine quickly. Practice this in case of

emergency.
• If you work on the underside of the mower, disconnect the spark plug wire.
• If electric, disconnect the cord. NEVER work on the machine when the motor is running.
• Keep your hands, feet, and loose clothing away from any moving part of the machine.

DON'TS
• Don't leave the mower unattended when the motor is running.
• Don't cut up and down hill. If you slip, the machine may slide down over your toes. Cut sideways.
• NEVER attempt removal of any object from the mower until you are certain the blades have stopped

turning. Remember: the blade may still be whirling a minute of two after the engine has been cut off.
• Don't refuel the engine when it is hot - it may burst into flames. And don't fill the tank to the brim - allow

room for expansion. Always refuel out of doors.
• Don't let the mower pull you. To maintain control, slow it down.
• If you're using an electric mower, don't cut the grass when it's wet or when it's raining unless you are

sure the motor and cord are in perfect condition. Before you start, check to see if the cord is frayed.
Make sure the ground wire is secured.
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